

TRANSCRIPT: SENATE DISTRICT 06 CANDIDATE FORUM 05/28/26
“Good evening, and thank you for being here. Welcome to the candidate forum for Senate District 6.
I’m Paula Lee, and I’m a member of the League of Women Voters of Sacramento County, and I’ll be the moderator.
The League is a nonpartisan, all-volunteer organization of women and men. Our mission is to encourage participation in government through education and advocacy, and we do not support, oppose, or evaluate candidates or parties.
However, we are a political organization, and we do take positions on public policy issues, including ballot measures and legislation in the cities and at the state capitol. We base all of our advocacy on positions that we arrive at through our intensive studies and consensus process.
So, if you’re interested in helping make democracy work, and if you’re interested in public policy, we welcome you to join the Sacramento League because we have active committees working on things you might be interested in, like voter education and engagement, homelessness and housing, criminal justice, climate change, and ranked-choice voting.
The questions tonight were solicited in advance from this community.”

Opening Statements
Sean Frame: 
“Thank you, Paula. And thank you all for coming here tonight.
My name is Sean Frame. I am a public education worker. I am a husband and father, grandfather, and a small business owner who has run a business I founded for 35 years.
The journey that brought me here started when I ran for school board during a time of tragedy in my community. I learned a lot from that experience, and what I learned is that we need to do a lot more for our kids if we want them to have a future that matches the promise we have given them.
At that time, in that school district, 10% of students were homeless. I was appalled by that.
That is why I am running for State Senate—because we need to reach the California Dream we all talk about, the one where anyone can become a star or build a business that changes the world. Right now, we are far from that.
Sadly, the greatest predictor of achieving that dream today is being born into a family that has already achieved it—and that is not okay. We need to build affordable housing so workers can live near where they work. Allow young people to move out but stay in their communities. Allow seniors to remain in their homes. Fix the healthcare crisis that has been created by a federal government that has prioritized wars and tax cuts for the wealthy over people’s care. Fully fund education from preschool through graduate school, including trade schools 
I will fight for that every day as your State Senator. We deserve better than the status quo. We deserve a stronger region and a stronger California.”
Roger Niello:
“Thank you very much.
The League of Women Voters does a great job hosting forums like this. I have participated in many over the years, and they have even supported legislation of mine in the past.
I grew up in the Arden Arcade area and have lived in Fair Oaks in the unincorporated area for about 50 years. I am very familiar with these communities.
I am a business owner. You may know the Niello Auto Group—we have four dealerships in the Arden Arcade area. When I was active in the business, I ran two of those dealerships.
I have also been active in the community and region. Along with Randy Graham, a fellow car dealer, I helped organize and found the Fulton Avenue Improvement District.
I later entered public service. I served on the County Board of Supervisors representing mostly unincorporated areas, and I served six years in the State Assembly.
As is often said, all politics is local. Even at the state level, there are many ways we can support local communities, and I have always tried to do that.”
Sara Velasco:
“Thank you to the League of Women Voters for being here and paying attention to Arden Arcade.
It’s said that a woman who stands up for herself stands up for all other women, and that is why I am here today.
We have been attacked on so many levels, and this year we are seeing voting restrictions that will affect many women, especially those who have changed their names through marriage.
That is very motivating for me.
I wasn’t sleeping at night before I decided to do this. I was waking up at two in the morning thinking about these issues. Sorry, that’s probably too personal.
But I want to say what I think is most important: public safety.
The level of violence in our communities has increased significantly in the last year. This is not just here at home.
We are seeing serious issues, including violence and a lack of enforcement of laws.”
Question 1: Immigration 

“How should legal and undocumented immigrants be treated in our unincorporated communities?”
 
Sean Frame:

“First, I want to say the Afghan community here is in our country because we were in their country. Many of them supported our military and came here under great duress. If they return, they would be in grave danger.
I fully support that community being part of Arden Arcade.
Housing is a human right. Suggesting that immigrants are the cause of our housing crisis is simply not accurate. The real issue is that we are not building enough affordable housing at scale.
We are building luxury housing while failing to build housing for low-income residents.
Whether someone is an immigrant or not should have no bearing on whether they have a roof over their head. That is basic human dignity.
I also find it unacceptable that masked federal agents are arresting people based on appearance. That is not the America I grew up in, and not the one I want to live in.”
Roger Niello:
“It is a truism that we are a nation of immigrants—that is how we have grown.
Right now, because of declining birth rates, immigration is essential to our future growth.
We have large Afghan, Eastern European, Russian, and Ukrainian communities here.
We need immigration reform in Washington, D.C., but Congress has failed to act.
Mass deportation is not realistic. We need legal pathways for people to immigrate and become legal residents.”
Sara Velasco:
I think I may surprise some people with this answer.
We are in a chaotic situation when it comes to immigration policy.
How can we have a functioning immigration system when we are seeing ICE arresting people and sending them to third countries? It is pandemonium.
I don’t think we can really have a coherent policy in this environment.
But I do believe we should focus on taking care of the people already here—whoever they are.
That includes Ukrainians, Russians, Afghanis—everyone living in our communities.
Question 2: Balcony Solar 
“Over a million houses and apartments in Germany participate in “balcony solar,” which reduces electric bills. Balcony solar allows renters and homeowners to reduce their utility costs by simply plugging a solar panel into a wall outlet.
This is covered in Bill 868. I’m not sure whether it is an Assembly or Senate bill. Maine and Virginia have recently passed similar balcony solar legislation.
Will you support balcony solar bills in California?”
Roger Niello:
“I’m not familiar with the bill, and I’m really bad at bill numbers—I don’t even remember my own bill numbers sometimes.
So I have not seen that bill. I also hesitate to say whether I support or oppose legislation based only on a brief description because the details matter.
But from what you described, it sounds like an effort to provide renters with some of the same benefits homeowners currently receive through solar energy. That seems fair to me.”
Sara Velasco:
“I absolutely love solar panels.
I do understand what Senator Niello is saying about the importance of the details, and I agree that reading legislation carefully before fully supporting it is wise.
That said, California has done pretty well with green energy and solar. There have been occasions where we’ve generated all of our energy from sustainable sources.
I think there is tremendous potential for expanding solar even further.”
Sean Frame:
“This is a great question.
I haven’t read the bill, but I can tell you this: there is no less expensive way to generate electricity than solar. We know that now.
When we talk about affordability, a huge part of that conversation is utility costs. As Josh Hoover mentioned earlier, some of the utility costs in this region are among the highest in the state.
At the same time, we have the ability to harness solar energy in a transformative way, and this technology is inexpensive.
I recently finished reading a book called Here Comes the Sun by Bill McKibben, and it talks about this exact concept—being able to plug a solar panel directly into your wall and power your house independently from the grid.
If we are ever going to free ourselves from monopoly utility systems in this state, it is going to happen through transformative technology like this.
We should absolutely be encouraging people to do this at scale and using it to address the affordability crisis surrounding utilities.”
Question 3: Transportation
“Our unincorporated communities are not pedestrian-, bicycle-, or transit-friendly. Major roads have significant sidewalk gaps that are unsafe for pedestrians, and cyclists do not have safe routes or paths.
The use of electric motorcycles and e-scooters has increased despite the lack of appropriate infrastructure. Bus service is inconsistent and insufficient.
Unincorporated communities in northeast Sacramento County have no direct representation on SACOG or the Regional Transit Board other than county supervisors, who often are not elected from those communities.
State policies regarding safe and walkable communities clearly do not apply here.
What is your position on this, and what, if anything, will you do if elected?”
Sara Velasco:
“Safety is one of my three major priorities, and I’ll talk more about that in my closing statement.
I do think we need to focus particularly around schools—especially elementary schools—to improve sidewalks and strengthen bike paths.
We also need to educate the community so people understand these safety issues.
I also want to mention there was a light rail project that was started but never completed, and I would love to see light rail expanded to connect high schools, community colleges, and universities.
That would be another transportation priority for me.”
Sean Frame:
“This is a great question, and thank you for broadening the definition of public safety to include walkability and bikeability.
The Sacramento region is one of the worst places in the nation for pedestrian and cyclist safety.
As someone who intends to ride my bicycle to the Capitol if elected, this is personal for me. I think about it all the time.
We see stories in the news almost every day about someone being hit on unsafe roads.
Part of the problem is that so much of the money being sent into these unincorporated communities is being directed toward a very narrow definition of public safety.
About 71% of county funding goes to the carceral system, leaving only 29% for everything else. That is an astonishing number.
When I learned that, I realized just how severe the challenge is for areas like Arden Arcade and other unincorporated communities.
I would like to see a major expansion of funding for safer roads, sidewalks, walkways, and bike lanes.”
Roger Niello:
“Safety is probably the most important issue here.
The state’s role in public safety includes traffic enforcement through the Highway Patrol.
I don’t know if you’ve noticed it, but reckless driving has become almost normal on both our highways and local streets.
One of the first meetings I had after being elected was with the head of the Highway Patrol to discuss the lack of traffic enforcement on highways and surface streets.
I have continued those conversations, including meetings with Supervisor Rich Desmond.
The state can and should support safer streets through proper enforcement and by making sure gas tax funding actually goes toward road infrastructure and safety projects.”
Question 4: ERAF (Property Tax Shift Funding)
“The Education Revenue Allocation Fund, or ERAF, was enacted by the state in 1992 because budget problems made the state unable to fully fund the minimum school funding guarantee under Proposition 98.
ERAF shifted property tax revenue from cities, counties, and special districts to schools using a base-year funding formula.
Decades later, that funding formula continues to place stress on local budgets, especially enterprise special districts. Some Sacramento County districts lose as much as 33% of their property tax revenue, while others lose only 10–12%.
Several counties have now accumulated excess ERAF transfers, and the state has reallocated some of those funds for other budget-balancing purposes.
Are ERAF shifts still necessary? Should ERAF shifts be consistent across the state? And are you open to ERAF modifications to assist struggling special districts?”
Sean Frame:
“As someone who works in public education, I would love to tell my coworkers we should simply keep all the money forever.
But the reality is that special districts also need to be funded.
One of our local park districts lost 30% of its budget when these funds were shifted. That’s essentially robbing Peter to pay Paul.
We should be meeting Proposition 98 guarantees without stripping funding away from local special districts.
Special districts, especially in unincorporated areas, provide essential services that cities otherwise would.
So yes, I strongly support making sure schools are fully funded, but fully funding schools should also mean returning ERAF funds to the districts they were taken from.”
Roger Niello:
“That was a very complicated tax maneuver—sometimes referred to as the “triple flip”—and I’m not sure anyone fully understands all of it.
But Proposition 98 does provide a minimum guarantee for education funding.
Per-pupil spending today is significantly higher than it was when I served in the Assembly 15 years ago.
At the same time, statewide educational achievement is worse.
The more important issue is educational performance and outcomes. There is still a great deal of room for improvement there.”
Sara Velasco:
“Yes, I definitely think we should continue supporting struggling districts.
I also think we need to hold billionaires and extremely wealthy individuals more accountable.
I’ve been very interested in legislation passed recently in New York that taxes second homes valued at $5 million or more.
That may only impact a small number of people, but those are the people most able to help support education and public services after so much has been taken away from our tax base—especially healthcare funding.”
Question 5: Voter ID Proposition
“Do you support the state voter ID proposition that’s qualified for the November ballot?”
Roger Niello:
“I do. But let me say that — why or why not? Let me say that the SAFE Act, or whatever it’s called from the federal government, bothers me tremendously. I am not in favor of the federal government getting involved in state education or election responsibilities. But I do support voter ID. I don’t think it’s overly burdensome, and I will be supporting that initiative.”
Sara Velasco:
“Oh, no. No, that’s just another one of the Jim Crow voting laws that have been thrust upon us. And, you know, I know Jim Crow isn’t necessarily the case for all of us, but it includes women, includes immigrants as well. Absolutely not. No, we need to strengthen our elective systems and our voting systems.”
Sean Frame:
“No, I don’t support it. One of the things I told my sons early on when they see ballot initiatives is: don’t ever vote yes on something where they’re trying to fix a problem that doesn’t exist.
There is absolutely no proof that there is any voter fraud going on in our state. And yet we’re going to require people to provide ID — ID that actually costs real money.
And it’s easy for some people to say, ‘This is no big deal, it’s not too onerous,’ if you have the means to do that. But if you don’t, you’re being denied the right to vote monetarily.
That’s called a poll tax, and I don’t support it for that reason.”
Question 6: Public Safety in Unincorporated Areas
“As explained by the Advocates for Arden Arcade and California (un)Incorporated, unincorporated communities have little or no local law enforcement.
Our county sheriff’s department, which has relied on grant funding over the years, has warned that limited public safety programs of our unincorporated communities are at a grave risk in the coming fiscal year, with serious budget and staffing reductions expected.
Please explain your stance on this issue and what you will do about it if you are elected.”
Sara Velasco:
“Definitely public safety is the number one issue for me.
And if we don’t have enough coverage in the unincorporated areas, then we definitely need to, you know, I would make strides to help find more funding.
I would definitely have lots of conversation with the sheriff’s department.
And then I guess we don’t have a city and we’re unincorporated, so definitely we talk to the sheriff about it and see what we can do to help service these areas.”
Sean Frame:
“It’s an important issue.
So we know living in the unincorporated areas, there’s a real disparity of service for public safety from one area to another.
So if you live in some parts of Arden Arcade and you call the sheriff’s department, you’re likely to see a sheriff show up pretty quickly. If you live in other parts of Arden Arcade or other areas in our unincorporated areas, somebody might never show up.
And the residents will tell you that, by the way. I was talking to my plumber, who lives in areas different from mine, and said, ‘No, I’m just not calling.’
That’s ridiculous, by the way.
Remember, I just stated a little while ago, it is true that we’re spending such an inordinate amount of our budget on the carceral system, including our sheriff’s department.
And my understanding is, you know, that’s something that has to happen at the local level.
But to be honest, we need to make sure that the unincorporated areas have even service across them and that we don’t have to hire private security patrols, as some neighborhood associations do, to ensure that there’s public safety in all the neighborhoods and unincorporated areas.”
Roger Niello:
“When I was on the Board of Supervisors, the sheriff’s budget was the number one priority for me, and public safety always has been the number one priority. And I think for government, it should be.
The role that the state has with regard to public safety in the unincorporated area is Highway Patrol traffic control, which I’ve already mentioned.
And as I said, I met with the head of the Highway Patrol. I’ve met with them three times now, and I will continue to see that that portion of public safety gets the attention that it deserves.”
Question 7: Billionaire Tax/High Wealth Taxation

“Do you support the billionaire tax that may or may not be on the November ballot?”
Sean Frame:
I’m not sure it’s qualified yet, but that’s a question.
Yeah, look, I mean conceptually, one of the issues we have at the state is that we have a tax system that is entirely too dependent upon revenue from initial public offerings of technology companies in our state, which creates a really uneven revenue situation.
As somebody who’s been involved in education, both as an employee and as a school board member, we never know from year to year what’s going to happen. We see huge gaps even between what we get in January and what we get in May in terms of what the budget will be.
So we do need other revenue sources to flatten that out.
But I would also state that while I do support conceptually the notion that people who have gotten the most from our state should be willing to share back with the folks who need that, I totally support that.
I also think we need to be better about the way we spend money before we go out and ask people for more money.
And certainly, I don’t support taxing working people any harder than they’ve already been taxed in the state because I think that we, with things like sales tax and gas tax, we pay enough.”
Roger Niello:
“I do not support that initiative.
We have a very progressive tax structure, which means high-income earners pay the vast majority of our taxes. That makes it highly volatile also, makes it very difficult to control our budget.
And the billionaire tax — well, I’m certainly not going to shed any tears for people that are worth billions of dollars — but the fact of the matter is we are highly dependent upon their income for income tax.
And if they leave the state because of this, our tax revenues are going to disproportionately suffer because of that.
For a very practical reason, I do not support that.
And by the way, I read today and it has qualified.”
Sara Velasco:
“Yeah, I do support the billionaire tax.
I think, you know — obviously, I’ve also added that there should be a tax on second homes valued at $5 million or more.
So that would also be getting some of that money back that’s been taken away from us, from our health care and money that we’ve been spending because of issues of affordability and tariffs and gas prices going up.
I think I might even want to add another tax, you know, a bill proposal.
That would be for people — and this would be for California, so it’s different because income tax is usually set with the IRS.
I want to find out, can we create a tax base here in California, empower the Franchise Tax Board to collect this money, and ask for income tax from earners who are making $500,000 a year or more.
So that would be a proposal from me.”
Question 8: Charter Schools
“Our public schools get nearly half of the state’s general fund.
Schools can pass bond measures with a significantly lower approval threshold than other local governments. The schools lobby have very strong influence at the state capitol.
Public money continues to flow to charter schools despite failed for-profit schools like Paramount Collegiate Academy in the San Juan Unified School District and the recent Highlands Charter scandal in the Twin Rivers School District.
School enrollment is dropping in California and across the U.S.
The question: Should state policies about public school funding and preferential treatment for charter schools remain the same, or is it time to revisit them?”
Roger Niello:
“There really is not preferential treatment for charter schools.
They have to go through an approval process with a school district or with the county board of education, and that’s a rigorous process.
I am very much in favor of choice when it comes to education, and charter schools offer a choice.
My granddaughter goes to a charter school. It’s a part-time classroom-based program, and she has flourished in that.
It’s a choice for her that is not available to her in regular public schools.
There are many examples of that. Charter schools offer choice.”
Sara Velasco:
“I have to say I am open to looking at different ways to support our children in the education system.
And I think the first thing when we talk about K-12 education, I’m concerned about the safety of our children and how can we keep them most safe.
Thank God we have had almost no mass shootings here in California. I want it to stay that way.
I think charter schools have no violence, no mass shooting incidents, and to me, that’s successful.
I don’t know how we can send children to school in this country if we can’t protect them.
So maybe charter schools are smaller, have smaller child student-to-teacher ratios and that sort of thing.
I know they’re all different depending on what the charter is for, but I’m definitely open to finding different ways to support children and education.”
Sean Frame:
“Yeah, look, I really take exception to the notion that charter schools have the same accountability mechanisms as public schools.
You don’t see public schools defrauding the state of $180 million.
$180 million that could have gone to the education of our kids.
And if you’re not angry about that, just realize that those things happen because accountability is not built into their systems.
They don’t have the same public meeting requirements as public schools.
The oversight is scant at best and goes to a county board of education that is empaneled by the charter schools themselves, including my board member who owns the charter school group and works on the SCOE board chartering schools right now.
That is absolutely absurd.
It is a terrible use of public funds.
If we fully funded our public schools, we could have choice of all programs in those schools and we could fully educate the youth of our state.”
Question 9: American River/Environment
“Okay. This is a question about the American River, specifically because it does apply to Senate District 6.
The Lower American River and its tributary streams are important for navigational, historic fish and wildlife habitat, and recreational values.
The Corps of Engineers has undertaken erosion control construction along the Lower American and has removed heritage oaks, destroyed natural habitats, and interfered with recreation within the parkway.
Phase two of that project threatens hundreds of additional trees and acres of habitat further upstream within the parkway.
The state’s Central Valley Flood Protection Board rubber-stamped the Corps’ additional work.
Local citizens have brought suit seeking bioengineering alternatives. The work is now on hold.
Where do you stand on this? Do you intend to engage in any way?”
Sara Velasco:
“I absolutely think that it’s important to protect our heritage trees. We need to protect our heritage trees, our heritage oaks, and our natural habitats.
There are new ways of providing energy.
And I’m not sure that I would support the Lower American River project, but I would definitely want to find out more about it.
I think my biggest hope is that we can kind of get through all of these public safety and public health and all these problems that we have domestically that are showing a misstep and failure in our system to take care of our people, and get to the environmental issues that we all really want to work together on.
That is important.”
Sean Frame:
“Yeah, this is a personal issue to me because this is happening in my neighborhood.
I’m very familiar with this project. In fact, folks in La Riviera were exercised about it, and I’ve actually spoken with a lot of the people in that community.
When we’re making a decision that both impacts the ecological and recreational opportunities of our river system and also the safety of our neighborhood, there needs to be a lot more input from people who have a greater and more modern understanding of these things.
As I understand it, the water board was using antiquated knowledge about our levee system and the way they operate to say that the only way to protect us from a flood would be to remove those 600 or 700 trees, whereas scientists were like, ‘This is absolutely not true. You could do a lot of other things.’
So I do think we need to consider both sides of it.
I certainly don’t want those levees to fail because I live in that neighborhood, but I also don’t want to see so many heritage oaks cut down in the process.”
Roger Niello:
“The Lower American River and Folsom Lake are three things.
Number one, they provide water that comes out of our taps eventually.
It provides flood control, and anybody who was around here in ’87 will realize that that’s a significant risk.
And it’s a tremendous recreational area. It’s one of the premier recreational areas, frankly, in the entire country.
And we have to pay equal attention to all three of those things.
With regard to flood control, there can be problems of trees that are near the levees, but it appears to me that in some cases the Army Corps of Engineers may be going a little bit too far.
But we need to make sure that those three things are all held in equal importance: flood control, water supply, and recreation.”
Closing Statements

Sara Velasquez: 
“Well, I think I just want to tell you most importantly, I think safety, public safety, is an issue.
It’s become an issue, and it’s something that we need to pay attention to, and I will be very, very attentive to that.
I also think public health is an issue. We didn’t get to talk much about that tonight, but that is an additional issue — that health care being taken away from millions of people and many people in our district, in our area, is not acceptable.
And then finally, housing — we definitely need to do whatever we can to increase affordable housing in California, provide the housing resources that people need.
And it’s not just housing as the only issue of affordability, but we also were talking about gas prices as well as the basic necessities.”
Roger Niello:
“Well, thank you again, and thank all of you for being here.
I have immensely enjoyed serving in the legislature — three terms in the Assembly, now four years in the Senate.
I’m up for reelection, obviously. That would be my last term. I’d be termed out of the legislature entirely.
And I would very much appreciate your support so that I can continue to, I think, make a difference.
So, thank you.”
Sean Frame:
“Thank you all for being here tonight.
I’d just like to say that I think we need to ask ourselves this question when we look around: Do we like what we see? Is the status quo working for us?
Much of this district is unincorporated, underfunded, and at times I would say even unloved.
And really, that’s downstream of the people who have been in that office for a long time.
It’s time for a change.
It’s time that we make it easier for our unincorporated communities to incorporate and to serve the people there. That’s really an equity issue more than anything.
It’s time that we have the funding for the affordable housing that we need in these communities.
It’s time for a change. It’s time for a grander vision for this region. It’s time to put our region and California first.”
Concluding Statement: 
“You can return your ballot by mail, or you can put it in a secure drop box anywhere in the county, which is really great. So, if you don’t work close to home, you can do it on your way to work.
You can also vote in person at a vote center, and you can do that anywhere in the county, too, as it gets later. And the locations for those drop boxes and the vote centers will be in that pink envelope that you’ll be on the lookout for, right?
And sit down. You have time to really look at your ballot and consider all the questions that are on it, which is really the great thing about vote by mail, right?
So, I hope you’re more informed, and I hope you will go spread the word about the importance of voting and help us make democracy work.
Thank you.”




